
Ordinance 6/11/87/35 
BLIGHT PREVENTION ORDINANCE 

With amendment 8/09/07/39 of 2007 
 

The Charter Township of Bedford, Calhoun County, ordains: 
 
Section 1:  Legislative findings 
 It is hereby determined that there exists on privately owned parcels of land  

within Bedford Township, accumulations of junk and/or garbage and that  
such accumulation of junk and/or garbage constitutes a hazard to the public health, 
safety and welfare of the residents of Bedford Township for the reasons that they 
provide a habitat conducive to breeding and nesting of rats, mice and other vermin and 
also that they contain objects with sharp edges and other hazards which could injure 
small children who would be attracted to play thereon, without appreciating the danger 
thereof, that they serve as a detriment to the aesthetic value of the Township and 
diminish property values and that regulations are required to eliminate the foregoing 
undesirable conditions and protect the public health, safety and welfare.  Consistent 
with the letter and spirit of Act No. 344 of Public Acts of 1945, as amended, it is the 
purpose of this ordinance to prevent, reduce and eliminate blight or potential blight in 
the Charter Township of Bedford by the prevention or elimination of certain 
environmental causes of blight or blighting factors which exist or which may in the 
future exist in said Township. 

 
Section 2:  Cause of Blight or Blight Factors 
 It is hereby determined that the following uses, structures and activities are  

causes of blight or blighting factors which if allowed to exist, will tend to  
result in blighted and undesirable neighborhoods.  No person, firm or  
corporation of any kind shall maintain, or permit to be maintained, any of  
the following causes of blight or blighting factors upon any property in the  
Charter Township of Bedford owned, leased, rented or occupied by such  
person, firm or corporation. 

 
A. In any residential, agricultural, open space or any other zoning district the outdoor 

storage upon any property of building materials unless there is in force a valid 
building permit issued by the Charter Township of Bedford for construction upon 
said property and said materials are intended for use in connection with such 
construction or are part of stock or trade of business located upon said property.  
Building materials shall include, but shall not be limited to, lumber, bricks, concrete 
or cinder blocks, plumbing materials, electrical wiring or equipment, heating ducts 
or equipment, shingles, mortar, concrete or cement, nails, screws, or any other 
materials used in constructing any structure. 
 



B. In any residential, agricultural, open space or any other zoning district the storage or 
accumulation of junk, trash, rubbish, or refuse of any kind unless the same is kept 
within a closely covered can or other metal, plastic or rubber container designed for 
same and sufficient to protect against entry by rats, mice or other vermin and 
removed after a period of not more than seven (7) days.  The term “junk” shall 
include parts of machinery or motor vehicles, unused stoves, or other appliances or 
furniture stored in the open, remnants of wood, metal of other material or cast off 
material of any kind whether or not the same could be put to reasonable use, unless 
said junk is kept in a completely enclosed building.  The term “trash” shall include 
garbage, refuse or litter specifically including, but not limited to, containers once 
containing edible, drinkable or usable materials as well as dead animals (or parts 
thereof) and discarded edible or drinkable items.  The term “rubbish” shall include 
waste paper, tin ware or aluminum ware, tin or aluminum cans, tin or aluminum 
cuttings, boxes, glass, straw, shavings, barrels, lumber, paper cartons, brush, lawn 
cuttings and hedge trimmings. 
 

C. In any area in the Charter Township of Bedford the existence of any structure, or 
part of a structure, which because of fire, wind or other natural disaster, or of 
physical deterioration, is no longer habitable, as a dwelling, nor useful for any other 
purpose for which it may have been intended. 

 

D. In any area in the Charter Township of Bedford the existence of any structure or part 
of a structure which because of fire, wind or other natural disaster, or physical 
deterioration, is no longer habitable, any vacant dwelling, garage or other 
outbuildings unless they are kept securely locked, windows kept glazed, or neatly 
boarded up and otherwise protected to prevent entrance thereto by vandals or 
children. 

 
E. In any area of the Charter Township of Bedford any partially completed structure 

unless such structure is in the course of construction in accordance with a valid and 
subsisting building permit issued by the Charter Township of Bedford and unless 
construction is completed within a reasonable time. 

 
 
Section 3: Exceptions 
 This ordinance does not apply to inventory on premises occupied by a  

merchant licensed under MCLA 205.53; MSA 7.523, and conducting a lawful  
business or to the property of patrons of a lawful motor vehicle repair facility, or 
gasoline service station while left on the premises of such facility for purposes of service 
or repair, nor does this Ordinance apply to junk yards regulated under Public Act 12 of 
1929. 

 
 
 



Section 4: Enforcement and Penalties 
A. This ordinance shall be enforced by such persons who shall be so designated by the 

Township Board. 
 

B. The owner, if possible, and the occupant of any property upon which any of the 
causes of blight or blighting factors set in writing in Section 2 hereof is found to exist 
shall be notified in writing by the Township to remove or eliminate such causes of 
blight or blighting factors from such property within ten (10) days after service of the 
notice upon him/her.  Such notice may be served personally or by certified, return 
receipt mail.  Additional time may be granted by the enforcement officer where 
bona fide efforts to remove or eliminate such causes of blight or blighting factors are 
in progress. 

 
C. Failure to comply with such notice within the time allowed by the owner and/or 

occupant shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance. 
  

D. In the event the owner, agent or occupant of the property upon which such blight or 
blighting factors set forth in Section 2 has failed after ten (10) days notice to remove 
or eliminate the causes of said blight, then said persons or agents authorized by the 
Charter Township of Bedford Board may enter upon such property and remove or 
eliminate the causes of said blight with or without mechanical equipment which will 
not damage the property or sidewalks adjacent thereto. 
 
All expenses incurred by the Township in such removal or elimination of said blight 
shall be paid by the owner or owners of such land.  From the time of 
commencement of the removal of said blight, the Township shall have a lien upon 
the property and, in the event the charges involved are not paid on said property 
within thirty (30) days of the date of billing to the owner or owners, by certified mail, 
return receipt requested, the payment shall be deemed delinquent and said lien 
deemed enforceable as a tax lien.  Such lien shall be enforced in the manner 
prescribed in the general laws of the State providing for the enforcement of tax 
liens. 

 
E. A person who violates any provision of this Ordinance is responsible for a municipal 

civil infraction subject to a payment of a civil fine of not less than Fifty Dollars ($50) 
nor more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500) plus costs and other sanctions for each 
infraction.  Each day on which any violation of this Ordinance continues constitutes a 
separate offense and shall be subject to penalties or sanctions as a separate offense.  
Repeat offenses shall be subject to increased fines as provided by Section 11 of the 
Bedford Township Civil Infraction Ordinance. 

 
Section 5: Declaration of Nuisance 
 Any violation of any provision of this Ordinance is hereby declared to be a  

nuisance. 



 
Section 6: Severability of Invalid Provisions 
 If any provision of this Ordinance shall be held invalid, its validity shall not  

affect any other provisions of this Ordinance that can be given affect  
without the invalid provision, and for this purpose the provisions of this  
Ordinance are hereby declared to be severable. 

 
Section 7: Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances 
 All code sections or parts of code sections in conflict herewith are hereby  

repealed only to the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and  
effect. 

 
Section 8: Savings Clause 
 A prosecution which is pending on the effective date of this ordinance and  

which arose from a violation of a code section repealed by this ordinance,  
or a prosecution which is started within one (1) year after the effective date  
of this Ordinance arising from a violation of a code section repealed by this  
Ordinance, and which was committed prior to the effective date of this  
Ordinance, shall be tried and determined exactly ad if the code section had  
not been repealed. 

 
Section 9:  Effective Date 
 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon publication in a  

newspaper of general circulation. 
 
This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been passed and adopted by the Township Board of 
the Charter Township of Bedford, County of Calhoun, State of Michigan at a regularly scheduled 
meeting thereof, dully called and held on the 11th day of June, 1987. 
 
Amendment 8/09/07/39 is hereby declared to have been passed and adopted by the Charter 
Township of Bedford, Calhoun County, State of Michigan, at a regularly scheduled meeting 
thereof duly called and held on the 9th day of August, 2007. 
 


